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of the Squadron. In spite of this the C.-in-C., during the
forenoon of the 18 November, requested me to take over
the Squadron, as Admiral Meurer had been chosen as a
delegate for the Armistice Commission in Wilhelmshaven
and could not be dispensed with or removed from this
duty.
At noon on the 18 November I took over the Squadron.
It lay scattered in various harbours. On the 19 November,
at 12 noon, the Squadron was due to leave Schillig Roads
on the voyage to England. An enormous amount of work
had still to be got through in the few remaining hours.
From the C.-in-C., Admiral von Hipper, I got the
following written orders:
1.  ...
2.  The ports of internment selected, after the search
of the ships in the Firth of Forth  and after
taking the English escort aboard, are not known.
All steaming parties will remain aboard until their
ships enter the ports of internment.    Only ship-
keepers will remain on board when the ships are
in the ports of internment, the remaining portion of
the steaming party will be sent back by transports.
Admiral Beatty has assured me that the names of
the ports of internment and the dates on which the
transports must reach these ports will be com-
municated to me in plenty of time.  Suitable reports
and orders will then be issued.
3. After the taking over of the squadron by the English
cruiser escort (40 nautical miles east of May Island)
all W/T traffic is to cease, unless the leader of the
escort, or, later, the C.-in-C. Grand Fleet, allows it by
orders mutually agreed.
Signed: VON HIPPER.